
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
the DEBT or TEXAS.

At a meeting of the C^ditora of Tew.,.held in
Philadelphia a short time since, of which George
Bundle, Eaq. waa Chairman, and James C. Van-
*y«,Esq. Secreury, a committee waa appointed
to prepare an Address to the People of Texas, mak¬
ing certain propositions for a settlement. A copy
of the Address adopted has been forwarded to us

for publication, and is hereto appended.
TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXA8.

FuuwCmmi: The bettleof Sen Jacinto h-PJ-*into hirtory, sod will long conrtitnte one of Its brightest
pages. Iu greatest rewlt waa the addition of another «Ur,
that of Texas, to the constellation of 8tate. comjxwng our

glorious Uniou. In the Joint Reeolutiou of tbe Congremi of

the United Statee, approved March 1, 1845, wtwfebj.oae
acceptance of its term, by tbe Congreea of Texa* that Re¬

public wa. decked to be admitted a. a Stole into the Union,
end which term, were duly accept*, care w« Ukjn »o pro-
vide, out of tbe mean, of Texaa, for the gMft of tartta.
exiating obligations. It we. therein .updated^ae foUowi.
4< Said 8tate, when admitted into the Union, after ceding o

* the United 8tate. all public edifice*, fortification* barrack*,
¦4 pirx. and harbor*, navy, and navy yard., docks, magsxtne*,

. and all other property and means p«-
4 Utntag io the public defence belonging to the eatd Repubbc
« of Tex*, shall retain all the public fond* debte, taxee, and
« due. of every kind which may belong to or be due or owing
*14 republic , andabaU alao retain all the recant and unap-
propriated land, lying within Hs limits, to » afplim to

* thx fatmxitt of Tax bxbts 1«B IIABIUTMS or sxin
« Rare aLie ox Taxi*, and tbe reaidoe of eeid land., after
* discharging said debts and liabilities, to be diapoeed of as

4 Mid Bute may direct," dtc.
In tbe debate upon thi* resolution in the Senate of the

United Statoa, the debt of Texas was treated a. a prominent
topic. 8everal honorable Senator, declared that ah. could
not be admitted into the Union with the Main of repudiation
on her brow, and Mr. CaiTTsanxa, who wanly^opposed
the meaeure, declared in hie place that if admitted he would

himself, in caee no other 8enator ihould do ao, introduce a

bill for tbe awumption of the debt of Texas by tbe United
State* It wu agreed on all banda that the debt murt be

paid, end believed by all that the reeoureee of Texaa were

ample, although not immediately available for the purpoee.
It waa alio agreed that, a. Mexico had not acknowledged tbe

independence of Texas, a war between the United 8latee and
Mexico would probably row out of thepropoeed annexation.

This wu aoon verified, and the expenree incident to it eo great
ea to abut out from the creditor, of Texa. all hope of any
immediate arrangement being made for their relief by the
United States, although variou. achemea were auggestcd.
The moet reaaonable of the* -eemed to be the amumption of
the debt by the United Bute, in coemderetion of the *urren-

der by Texas of eo much of her public land as might be ne-

cessary to di*barge it. In the mean time tbe friend, and
creditor, of Tex.., who bad watched with eo much concern

her struggle for freedom, though many of them were .offer¬
ing from the delay, heard no doubt expreased in any quarter
of the full discharge of her indebtedneea whenever it ahould
be in ber power. Many of her formal obligation* have had
a legal existence since 1837, other, aince 1840, from which
period, portione of them have been held continuoualy by
aome of thoee on whoee behalf the undersigned now addreee
you.
On the 20th of March, 1848, however, an act of your

Legialature wa. approved by your Governor, entitled "An
act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of
Texa.; one of the provision, of which reqaired the Audi¬
tor and Comptroller to ertimate tbe value in specie fund,
which the Republic bad realised from each kind of obliga¬
tions. and so to clanrify and report them to the next Legiala¬
ture. Thi. wa. done on the S7th December, 1849. But
even in that report, upon which the Legialature did not act,
no hint wa. given of any intention to recommend the pay¬
ment of lere than their oetenaible value. Thia value waa aet

down, including intereet, at eleven million and fifty-five thou¬
sand aix hundred and ninety-four dollar., (11,055,694,) for
which it waa stated by the Auditor and Comptroller five mil¬
lion «ix hundred thouwuod «x hundred and ninety-eix dol¬
lara, (15,600,696,) par, or fund, equivalent to apecie, had
actually been realised. Eleven million of dotlara, then, may
be taken aa the money cost of the independence of the people
of Texas.our own people-and of their vart national do¬
main, compriaing more than one hundred and thirty-rix mil¬
lion acre, of land, much of it the moet fertile on thi. conti¬
nent. How muerable a pittance for eo great a prixe ! And
such waa it jurtly considered. No man in Texas ventured to

euggeat the payment of any .mailer amwnt than tha^ for
which the public faith waa pledged, aa ahown by the face and
the terma of the evidencee of debt tamed by the legal author
rity of the Republic. The etain of partial repudiation,
which had at a period not long antecedent dimmed the luatre
of the escutcheon, of aome of our States, and ita withering

were freeh in the recollection of the cilixene of Texa*
and no scheme of partial payment could find favor in their
eye., although the difficulty of making full payment waa felt
and admitted by all.

At length, to the joy of Texa* a path of e*ape from her
pecuniary trouble, was suddenly opened. The United 8tate.
found it important to purchase ber claim to a large amount of

territory, and agreed to pey for ita aurrender tea milliona of
dollara, five of which to be applied to the payment of that
particular specie. ofthe debt of Tex* for which our Govern¬
ment be. alway. conttdered itoelf both legally and morally
bound. Before the coaeumoation of thk proffer the chie,
anxiety expreeeed by the 8enators of Texss waa feat tbe
amount that might be granted by Coogrees ahould be ineffi¬
cient to enable them to pay their debt, principal and intereet,
in full. One ofthoee Senators, the honorable Taos. J. Ruax,
said on tbe floor of the 8enate that he ahould be aahamed to

show bimaelf there hereafter, (or word, to that effect,) if the
debt of hi. Bute were not paid, dollar for dollar. For the
language ofSenator Rues on one of these occarion. we refer
you to the debate on the compromiM bill on the Sth June,
1850, a. reported in the appendix to the Congreerionel Globe:
«« We have our State obligetiona which we must discharge,
* and the diapoMl ofthi. territory is the only meane by which
« we can pay thi. debt." Indeed, the honorable 8enator at
one time expieeaed hi. willingnem that the .tock of the
United State, should be iwued directly to the creditors of
Texas, slthougb he aaid that such an act might be mbcoo-
strued into a distturt of tbe integrity of hi. 8tete, and that he
ahould, on that account, prefer that she ahould be the inter¬
mediary. There i. no odor of repudiation of any portion of
the Texaa debt here, and aeatimenta equally honorable were
echoed from all porta of the chamber by thoee of the moat
dncordant social and political aentinMUte, AbJitioniet aa well
as ultra pro-rtavery Senators, Democrat, and Whigs; and in
the House of Repraaeotativea, too, a. wellby one of the eone
of Texa. a. by other*. The feeling »eemed common to ell
boneet men in both houses. The act in qoeetion paaed, and
wasspproved by President Fillmoob on the 9th of Septem-
ber, i860, and waa accepted by Texaa on tbe 25th of No¬
vember following, in these terma, vis:

41 Beit enacted by the Legislature of Texas, That tbe
aaid Legfeletom hereby agrees to and accepts said propositions ;
and it ie hereby declared that the Bute of Tetae shall be
bound by the term, thereof, according to their import and
meaning."

But, fellow cilixene of Texaa, what do we hear oow > We
hear it alleged by the Executive of your 8tate, in his meeMge
of tbe 18ib November lest, that no farther payment should be
made to your creditor, than the amount received from them,
and interert, although eoch wae the urgency of your public
want, that you bound yoaieelvas in a fof. ' e distinct
and d. finite to pey s much largerMJ.*""SET* *
fulfilment «. known to re* on your abifcy your
independence. Without that you ccyli W « Wa.
the £kof the lender to be eeleewd ae nothing > Wasfts
promise then solemnly made that you would w»y
Isted amounts, io ceae of anceesa, for the oee of tire money
Without Which weeee. ooakl^rWl be h^wd ^tempted.a mere mockery, a fraud ' Wo win not bellove^And yet hia excellency Governor Bait, *n "»i*4**ing
course above adverted to, eaya s » TJisiball thatour^creditori
. ought in joetioe to require, and k le all, according to tb<
. highest a<andard of moral ethics, that we tot bound to accord

4 lo beer H alleged that other authorities of Twee are
attemprinc, by a atrictly technical eenrtruction of the phrue-
ology of Mr. Pxsaca'. bill, to lisait tbe amount covered by

it to about aix hundred thooeand dollars ; and this notwith¬
standing all Um puna taken by Mr. Paancn, in Naming ».»
bill, to aecertain Um whole amount of the hpbihtiee of Texae
receivable in payment of duties on uwmto, "J"*dntiee were accordingly " specially pledged, end far which,
for that reaaon, the United Statee had became, by the act of
annexation, justly liable, and notwithstanding **.reply to
his appeal on the floor of the Senate by the Texan Senators,
and bUbolding in his bend a report from your Auditor and
Comptroller while debating hie hill, in which the amount of
the debt it was meant to cover was stated " at $4,045,087.14,
(say four millions and forty-fire thousand and twenty-eeven
dollars and fourteen cents,) which by this rime," be observed,
(we use Mr. Phabck's own words,) " must be about roua
MILLIONS ASD A HAL? !**

, . .Fellow-citizens of Texas, members with ourselves of the
greateet united political community on earth, we conjure you
as friende and brethren to abut your ears against the unwhole¬
some counsel of those who, for the enjoyment of momentary
wealth and power, would betray you into the ways of the
wrong doer. Believe us that, however specious may aeem
the arguments used to the contrary, the homely maxim that
"honesty is the beat policy" Is as true when applied to
States as to individuals; nor can any individual or community
permanently proeper by whom it ie disregarded. Look at
your own poeition. The poeeeeeors of a vast territory,
abounding in aH the elementa of national wealth and power,
the wand of the necromancer, capital, ie still wanting to endue
them with vitality. Your 8tate is the statue of Pygmalion,
without the spark which gave it animation. Will you dash
from you the torch within your reach by one act of rashness
and dishonor never to be recalled * We think not. We
especially of Pennsylvania, whoee Legislature, in the hours
ofourdeepeet tribulation, and when entirely unable to dis¬
charge our 8tato promises of interest in cash, twice acknow¬
ledged their validity by unanimous votes, and afterwards paid
them! It ie a subject of no small pride that at one of theee
periods Pennsylvania loans were eelling at thirty-three cento
in the dollar ;and yet not a single member of either botwe of
her Assembly shrunk from meeting the «n«gency and re¬

affirming her liability for the whole amount declared on their
face. We have thus enjoyed a double pleasure » first, that of
acting justly, and secondly, of knowing that by so acting we
have promoted our welfare by elevating our credit, for the
credit of Pennsylvania never stood higher than now. And
thus, fellow-citizens, we would have you do also. Acknow¬
ledge the validity of your indebtedneee» declare your willing¬
ness to pay it. Without this your credit ie gone forever. It
will be in vain that you will strive to induce the owners of
money to invest it in your 8tato loans, or any of the internal
improvement or other corporations deriving 'their existence
from your legislative enactments. No faith will be placed in
the pledges of a Legislature elected by men who have violated
previous and more aqlemn pledgee» for what pledge so solemn
aa that given by a community to secure, and by virtue of
which it did secure, its national existence ?
But while we urge this course upon you as your true indi¬

vidual and 8tate policy, we are, nevertheless, far from being
unmindful of the peculiaritiee and difficultiee of your poiition,
snd have no wish to perform the part of unreasonable or ex¬

acting creditors. On the contrary, we are prepared to make
a large sacrifice in your favor, and anxious for a prompt and
amicable settlement.

.

Speaking for ourselves and thoee whom we represent, hold¬
ers of the preferred debt of Texas, and enclosing for your in¬
formation a copy of the resolutions adopted at a meeting of
creditors, of which we were appointed the organs to commu¬
nicate with you, we believe that, calculating the uebt of Texas
on the basis set forth in thoee reeolutione, the creditors
preferred by the act of September 9, I860, would be
willing to settle on the following besis, provided our proposi¬
tion be accepted during the next eesrion of your Legislature :

To receive of the principal sum due them fifty per cent, in
cash , and the other fifty per cent., together with all the in¬
terest, in land scrip, at the minimum prices for land fixed by
your Legislature.
By this arrangement, fellow-citizens, a very considerable

sum, out of the five millions set apart for the payment of the
specific obligations named in the act of Congress, would re¬
main in your bands, and would thus become available at
once for Bute purpoeee, to be used by you as might be deem¬
ed most beneficial to your interests. It would, in fact, prove
a more advantageous settlement for you, even viewed as a

pecuniary transaction, than that proposed by his excellency
Governor Bell, of scaling the debt, and paying interest on it
as acaled, while it would be a settlement which would forever
save you from all reproach. You and your children could
point to it with satisfaction as a settlement whereby your
whole debt was admitted and paid, principal and interest, in *

mode which your creditors had even suggested.
To show that we have not mistaken the Governoi s views,

we quote from his message of the 18th November, 1850, the
following language : *. The Government ahould certainly pay
* to its creditors the full amount of the benefit received, and
. interat on theamount from the time when it should have been
« paid." The legal interest of Texas being ten per cent, per
annum, it will be easily seen, if the amount shown to be doe
on the principle of scaling the debt, as reported by the Auditor
and Comptroller, be taken as ths amount doe when the obli¬
gations were issued, that the present debt, of the description
we hold, thus computed, interest baing added, would go far
beyond the fifty per centum we are willing to receive in cash.
As to the landa with which we propoee that you ahould pay

us the balance, the influx of population which the disposal of
the land sciip would certainly induce would greatly outweigh
in its advantages, as well in the increased vsloe given to the
rest ss in the growth of wealth this additional population
would produce, the parting with the inconsiderable quantity
out of your immense domain which this arrangement would
require, even if it were to be viewed as a gratuity; and we

cherish the hope that his excellency Governoi Bm will
himsell, on a re-examination of the subject, become a convert
to our views.

Trusting, fellow-citizens, that you may receive this propo¬
sition for a settlement in the same spirit of frsnkness and
friendship in which it is offered, we remain, most respectfully,
your obedient servants,*

WM. D. LEWIS,
M. 8. WICKER8HAM,
J. B. TREVOR,
GEO. RUNDLE,
JAME8 C. VAN DYKE,

Committee of Creditors.
Philadelphia, Jclt, 1851.

8UB81DING OF THE OCEAN, 8EA8, AND LAKE8.

TO THE EDITORS.
Givtlkxik : Your learned correspondent, Lieutenant

Poarxa, (for I have now learned his title,) passes entirely
too high a compliment on my article. I was not conscious
of writing any thing very chaste, classical, or scientific.
These appellations apply to his article much rather than to
mine. That we entertain different ideas on a great subject,
which has engsged the mo»t expanded minda of the age for
years, is natural; for different minds are differently endowed,
and view things under different aspects. I pursue knowledge,
and care nothing for victory so that I get the former. And
as the Intelligencer stands deservedly at the head of scientific
aerials, circulates among the literati of our country, and is so

generally occupied with the knowledge they furnish, I thought
that my theory of the formation of the eaith might be made
the subject of investigation and its errors pointed out by your
able correspondent, especially since it differs so much from
the received opinion of the learned world.
The more we explore nature and inveetigate her lawa, the

more aimple we alwaya find them, and it will not be denied
by any one at the present day, it is presumed, that the Great
Architect of the univerae operates by means, i. e. uses sgents
which He adapts to the effects intended, and sets them to
work in the most simple manner conoeiTable. To trace these
effects to their causes, and vice verse, constitutes what we

call science 5 and the rime to argue that this process of rea¬

soning disconnects God from bis works, and is therefore
atbeis'ical, or to plead special providence on all occasions,
appears to have nearly passed by, eeeing that He is alike tbe
author of causes and consequently of their effects. Whiston
supposed thst tbe creator rolled the earth in the hollow of his
hands, giving it a spherical form, and then hit it a slsp rather
on one side of a line passing through its centre of gravity,
and so gave it its rotary snd annual motion by one impulse j
and to havs assigned any other cause for these motions
might then bsvs been deemed atheistical. This obsemtion
is intended to spply to the criticism of an eminent Professor
on La Place's theory of tbe formation of solar systems out of
the nebulous matter scattered, as it were, through boundless
spsce.

It is now generally admitted that every effect must bare a

special cause or causes adequate to produce that effec', ope
rating as loog as it exists, accounting for all the accompany¬
ing phenomena, and under similar circumstances producing
invariably the same effect It is in the application of these
laws of philosophizing that your learned correspondent and I
differ. He think* the theory of upheaval and the workingof ahelfish and insect* will eeeount for tbe existing condition
of the earth's surface, and attributes tbe retiring of the ocean
to a special cause. I attribute both phenomena to the same
cause, and dsny that the doctrine of upheaval will eccount
for the existence of chains of mountains, islands, and manyother natural appearances. Here we are at issue; as to ex¬
isting facts I can perceive no variance between us.

Lieut P. doeenot pretend, eo far u I can understand him,
that shell fish and coral insects convert the water iteeIf into

I and rocks, bat mesely .*.*» they take up the
Mil, lime, tods, dcc. be»d in eohition, and convert them into
compact material* ; and he citee the fcet that liquid, and
gaaaoua hodiaa occupy Isss specs In tha aoiid than in the fluid
atate. All this is not deputed, nor that they build immenae
walla and beds of shall*- But I did not know that salt, lime.
dfcc. exiet in the oeean in a gaseous or eves in a fluid atate. I
supposed tha water simply held them in solution as his tes

holds his sofar suspended. If I sm right in this supposition,
it will be seen at ones that these fish and insects do not di¬
minish the actually existing quantity of water itself, even

according to Lieut. P.'s own showing. Neither am I aware

that water can be solidifisd. either by man, fish, or insect, ex¬

cept by abetracting some of its caloric, and when this is re-

stored it becomee liquid again { nor is it demonstrated that
lime, dcc. occupy lew specs when transmitted into shells and
rocks than in thsir natural MM. It appears, then, thst
Lieut. P.'s theory cannot account for tha subsiding of the
surface of the ocean, so long aa the shells and rocks remain
in it, and its depth and superficial extent continue the seme,
or so long as the cspacity of its baain remains the same,
though superficial extent may diminish, and we are forced to
look for another cause.
That some parts of the oeean between latitndee 39° north

and south are being gradually filled up by coral rocks, and
whan rsissd to the surface become islands, admits of no doubt;
but lbs materials of which these walls are built ere mostly
taken from the bottom there and elsewhere, or brought by
rivers from distant coontries, by the water holding them in
solution. Constsnt encroachments are also made upon the
great basin by depoeitee of alluvion brought down by these
rivers and deposited at their months j bat this would rather
tend to raise than lower the ocean's surfiw*.

All volcanoes upheave lava, rocks, ashes, ice., sad why
msy not small islands be thus formed in the ocean ? But all
elevatioca thus formed are of comparatively email extent, and
generally circular, so for as history informs us. There bsi
not been e single instance, so far ee we know, of the uphea¬
val or sinking of a mountain chain of any extent since the
existence of msn, notwithstanding the cause to which they
are all attributed has been continually active ever since;
while instances of the sinking of comparatively level spots
are by no means unnoticed. This makee me think thst the
theory of upheaval has bean handed down from one geologist
to another without due examination. Lieut. P. very elo¬
quently refers to the islands of Madeira, Deserters, Sicily,
the Azores, dcc., and he takae it for granted that these, and
all other protuberances, have been caused by upheavings, be¬
cause " Lyell and the great majority, yea all geologists, sgree
in that one point." He then abandons this subject ss irrele¬
vant, and having nothing to do with coral formations; true,
but I beg lesve to call his attention beck, for this is really
the point in controverey between us. I attempt to sccount
for the subsiding of the surface of the ocean by a theory the
direct contrary to that of upheaval, which he advocates ; and
for which his theory of coral and shell formstion, it appears,
will not account. I by no means admit that less water flows
in rivers now than formerly.

Lieut. P. speaks of the rising of the shores of the Atlsntic
and Mediterranean, and finally of the whole eastern, and he
might as well have added of the western continent also;
and he eays geologiete agree in attributing this rising to vol¬
canic action. According to this theory, then, the earth is
actually enlarging her own bulk, and who knows but she may
finally become as portly as an alderman. But, seriously, this
theory contravenes every principle of philosophy. It is uni¬
versally admitted that the whole earth was once in a fluid
state, in consequence of intense heat, and yet remains so at

*> very great depth below the eolid crust. Then, in order
that iu surface might become solid, it must have radiated, or

at least parted with, some of its heat \ and all bodies (not ex¬

cepting even water) contract in proportion as their heat is
diminished. Now, then, the surfaces of oceans, seas, lakes,
and all bodiea of comparatively stagnant water, would sub¬
side if their bottoms were to sink deeper into the earth, with¬
out any upheaval of the surrounding land, or the loes of a

single drop of water ; and the earth's volume would decrease
if its heat were diminiahed, and the less consolidated parts
would .ink Uke PWi AtUntis, white the most solid and
rocky would stand firm and immovable, even during earth¬
quakes, aa do the mountains. Would they not > Let the
advooates of upheaval please to eolve the following queries :

First, if the islands and mountains have been produced by
upheaval, what is it that supports them where they stand ?
Second, if these mountains and islands were upheaved, but
now have solid foundations, by what law of nature were those
foundations put there f It will not answer to say the law of
fluids filled up the void with melted matter from other interior
parte of the globe, and yet those parts did not subside, for
then there must be sn smpty space under thoee parts equal
to the volume of thoee mounteine and islands. Third, if
there ia nothing but arches covering the spaces from which
the matter constituting mountains and islands were upheaved,
why have not the dreadful earthquakee, so prevalent in vol¬
canic countries, shaking thoee mountaine to their bases, pre-
cipitated some of them back into the abyss bsneath, as they
have some more level places ?

I venerate the great men who have placed natural science
upon its present sdvanced basis, butam not disposed to sdopt
their opinions without examination; and now proceed to

amplify and fortify my own theory, in as few words as possi-
ble; and

1. A great part of the earth's surface preeente indubttsble
evidence that it was once enveloped in one interminable
ocean, particularly the Mississippi valley. In Michigan,
Indiana, Illinois, snd Wisconsin, the stones are generally
made more or less globular by the attrition caused by the
flood; the alternate layers of gravel, sand, day, dcc. indi-
cate the action of water too plainly to be doubted. Both here
and in many other places, even on high mountains, immense
beds of sheila are found, which can have been formed only
where they have been discovered. These place* therefore,
were once submerged. Now, if the coasts of ocesns and
seas only were upheaved, the waters of the rivers would be
turned back upon the land, and lakes would be found near

the mouths of large rivera, inatead of at their eources, which
is not the esse. And to suppose that what now constitutes
the bottom of the ocean was once tha true level of the earth s

surface, and that not only the mountains and islands, but
also the two continente were upheaved.to which alternative
the advocates of this theory ere necessarily reduced.would,
to say the leest, be ibeurd j for, at this rate, the earth would
constantly augment in sixe without any accretion of additional
matter, and become, aa it were, merely an inflated bladder.
Gravitation must cesse to be a law of nature before this can

take place to *ny great extent. Are the islands between 39°
north and south Istitudes composed of coral rocks * Do corsl
insects build walls and reefe above water ? Where do they
get the materials, and how bring them up ! I thought sslt
water was necesssry to their very existence. Wes the peek
of Teneriffe built by coral ineecta ? And, if eo, was it built
before or after upheaval ?

2. The formation of caves end csvsrns csnnot be sccount-
ed for by the doctrine of upheaval; but they are the natural
and almoet inevitable result of the gradual loes of beet and
consequent condensation and contraction of the earth. Tbia
radiation of heat, having commenced at the surface, left a

solid crust, (in some places consisting of rock, and caves ere

generally found in limestone localities,) which stood firm as

an arch, and, whsn the substance beneath it bad cooled still
more, became condensed snd sunk, constituted the roof of
the csvern.

In Union county, Pennsylvania, there liea an elliptical
valley, called Nippenoss, wboss diameters are five or eix by
nine miles. It is completely surrounded by a high mountain,
except e nerrow gep where the water of two streams, spring¬
ing nesr the bead of the valley and running along the moun-
tain on eech side, unite and escspe into the Susquthsr na.

Thirty yssrs since, when I wee there, thie valley, though very,
fertile limestone land, was ssttlsd only along the mountain,
becaoss the interior, gradually arising from the streams, form¬
ed s longitudinal frustrum of sn ellipse, and no water exieted
on this high ground, nor could water bs found by digging.
A Mr. Shsw attemptsd it, and after digging to a considerable
depth, (I forget how deep,) while using the sledge among
ecaley limestone, the bottom fell with the sledge in'o the
csvern below, except a email space where he stood, and in a

few days a stagnant pool stood and remained there.
3. Mine is ths only thsory by which I can rationally ac¬

count for the phenosssne of volcanoes end earthquake*. As
ths eerth radiates still more and more of its hset and contracts
in ths same proportion, fissures are occasionally opened,

through which srater eecapaa'downwarderamong the igneous
msteriais which oompoae the interior, rtum it formed, and
volcanoes vomit it forth, or aarthquahaa, violent in insaree
proportion to tha quantity and facility of ita escape, necessa¬

rily en»ua.
4. Tba fracturaa of tha etrata of rocka, dee., which ara

aimoat every whan visible, may bo much mora rationally
accounted for by my theory than by that of upheaval, which
latter moat be cruelly tortured to accommodate ita advocate*
when they come to apply it to the otiaet, commencing high
up in Canada and extending eoutheaateriy, cooetitutca the
Niagara and Geqeeee falls, and the rapid deacent at Lockport,
on the New York dual.

5. But it may be objected that there ia no evidence that
the earth radiatea ita heat and condenset, and therefore con-
trade irregularly to at to firm elevations in that manner,-
and that, consequently, my theory muet fall. I once wae in
a furnace where cannon bulla ware cast, and, to satisfy my
own mind, obtained permission to spoil one. With a hammer
I knocked a hole into it coon after ita surface became hard,
and poured out tha still liquid interior iron. The internal
aurface of the ebetl waa than atudded with projeotiona, and
a very beautiful grotto work waa found in ona place, proving
that the beat had been radiated irregularly. Every peraon
knowa that bodiea radiate and receive or conduct heat in pro¬
portion to their denaity.

Proof* in favor of my theory might be multiplied indefinite¬
ly, but the already naceeaary length of thia communication
admonishes to forbearance at present« I have aeixed merely
upon a few of the moat obvious. Lieut. P. will perceive that
I have attempted mainly to eetablish three positions : First,
that hia theory of coral and shall formation, either alone or

conjoined with that of upheaval, will not account for the sub¬
siding ofthe surface of the ocean ; second, that the theory of
upheaval will not account for the present condition of. our
globe; and, third, that my theory will account for both, and
is consistent with nature's lawa, which are known to exist in
full activity at the present day, and have alwaya existed, and
by which the great Architect of the Universe condenses ne¬
bulous matter into solar systems, aa shown by La Place. If
he will oblige me by continuingthis correspondence, Lieut. P.
will please dirsct his attention mainly to theee three points,
showing by facts and reasoning wherein I have erred; that
his theory will account for the subsidence of the eea, 4cc.j
that the theory of upheaval ia consistent with the prosent
condition of our planet, and will account for it ; and, lastly,
that my thsory is inconsistent and irreconcilable with exist¬
ing things and nature's laws. The formation of conical
mountains, no matter of what extent, on top of other moun¬

tains, or on the level plane, and the fact that volcanic pro¬
ductions are scattered over thoje countries where volcanoes
abound, are no evidence in favor of upheaval to me. I do
not see wherein I have misapprehended Lieut. P.'s meaning.
Perhapa it may be deemed preenmptuous for an obecure indi¬
vidual to attempt the entire subversion of the very besis of geo¬
logical science, assumed to be such by the moet enlightened in¬
tellects of sny age. Bnt I have aome faith in the German
proverb, Die blinde San mag auch eine eifel finien ; and
aince questions of thiskind must, after all, be eettled by some¬

thing else thsn the sanction of great intellects, I have attempt¬
ed U> serve up a small dish of that aomething else.

Very respectfully, yours,
H. R. 8CHETTERLY.

Howxll, Michigan, Just 29, 1851.

ASTRONOMICAL MACHINERY.

Mef8rs. Gales 4c 8katok : In the reduction of a new de¬
vice to practice every one conversant with such mstters
knows that approximate perfection is only obtained by nume¬
rous experiments and repeated triala and rejectione. Watt
was twelve years in perfecting tha steam engine, and, in the
mean time, Boitow, the moneyed patron of the improve¬
ments, had advanced several fortunes which were consumed
in experiments. The first chronograph clock made for the
National Obeervatory was not finished before it waa disco¬
vered that improvemente could be made in it, and a second
one waa immediately commenced, in which greater conve¬
nience of manipulation was especially studied. That second
clock is now placed in the Obeervatory, the first one being
withdrawn to receive like improvemente. This second clock
is much in model like the first, but the pendulum, instesd of
being msde of glaas, ia made entirety of ateel, the weight, or

lower part of it, consisting of fivs thin tubes of steel, esch
sbout an inch in diameter, filled to the depth of six or seven

inches with mercury. This model of steel tubes waa recom¬
mended to me by Mr. Saxon. Such a pendulum is essen¬

tially no better than a glaaa one ; but it is not liable to acci¬
dent, and the workmen, in cleaning and repairing it, handle
it with the more confidence.

I have also erected at the Observatory an improved model
of the regiatering cylinder, which, being covered with a sheet
of psper two feet square, receives the woik of the Observa¬
tory in fine punctured markings exactly like needle punc¬
tures. These ara impraaaed in a spiral line, generated by the
rotation of the cylinder once per minute, and a progressive
motion of the puncturing stile. By these motions s line of
dots, representing seconds, is made about five hundred feet in
length, and corresponding to four hours of tims, the dots be¬
ing near half an inch apart. The obeervation marks are also
punctured dot% entering the same Una and aubdividing the
second fractionally. When the aheet of paper is cut open
and developed, it preeante all of the work of four hours in a

tabular form, in which the times, as to hours, minutes, seconds,
and minute fractions ofa aecond, are at once legible by the in-
tersections of the lines of dots, which are etraight in two direc¬
tion!. Thia developed sheet is a permanent record, and forms a

convenient leaf of a folio volume.
Without referring to the mechanical imperfectiona of cy¬

linders, as first introduced into telegraphic operations, I will
state britfiy the points of improvement which I have adopted
in this cylinder. The cylinder rotates on short plain pivots
without progressive motion, ia impelled by a weight, and re¬

gulated by a Frauenhoffcr csntrifugal clock. It is susceptible
of being impelled by magnetiem. The registering hesd,
bearing the magnet and the pen, has progressive motion on
rails parallel to the axie of the tylinder. Thia progreasive
motion is produced by a small clock under the table of the
machine, the ragiatering-head being attached to the cord of
the clock, which pssses over pulleys for that purpose. By
this mesns, and by a joint in tha ragistering-psn, by which it
ia prevented from dragging on the paper, the cylinder ia left
free to rotate without embarrassment and without any vary¬
ing friction, and thua takes . uniform velocity. The cylin¬
der, which ia of metal, two feet long and eight incbee in di¬
ameter, ia covered with velvet, over which is the sheet of
psper. The velvet pile praaenting little or no resistance to
the needle point of the stile, permits the perfect pundur1
of the super-imposed paper, in contradietinction to the men
indentations of paper, aa in the Morae fillet of the ordinary
telegraph. These punctures hava the advantages of being
definite, legible, and permanent. 8ome of the above im¬
provements hsve been currently announced in your papet
before, but I have thought it not improper to repeat them
thus in connexion with their actual introduction into the Na¬
tional Observatory. JOHN LOCKE.
WABBISSTOi, Ausust 8, 1851.

FARMER8 IN LIBERIA.
It is with pleasure we write it, aaya the Liberia Herald,

that there can be found in Liberia persons completely inde¬
pendent in their circumstances. One hss only to visit ths
flourishing farms of Messrs. Harris, Januaon, and Blackledge
to agree fully with ue in opinion. Their farms yield thsm all
that are required for their food, raiment, and tbe luxuries of
life. Besutiful fields of sugar-cane and coffee arrest the at¬
tention of tbe traveller as he plods his quiet wsy on the upper
bsnksof the 8t. Pauls. Their yarda are wall filled with
stock of every description ; their barns are stored with rice,
and thj out-houses eontain stores of bsrrels of sugar and
sirup. This is really an encouraging prospect. Every man
in Liberia, if he will devote half of his time to active labor,
may reach the state of independence. We earnestly advise
the vagrants and houseless politicians of Monrovia to oeaae

their prattling, go up the river, and make farmed they will
then be doing theme»|rae and their country aome eaivice.

Dsowved watts Bat*i*0..Mr. Saxtos Bswtlt, a
teacher in one of the public rehoole at Manhsssat, Long la-
land, waa drowned on Monday morning in Suinoasa Pond
while bathing with a companion. Ha was a young man of
rare promise, and greatly esteemed and loved by ail who
knew him. Hia parents rsaide in Lebanon, Connecticut.

THE COMMERCE OF PHILADELPHIA.
rbox tb> raiuiiuMU ctiuuciu HIT or august 2.
Letter from Jo» R. t«o*. Etq., of Philadelphia,

to the BritUh Contul for the State of Penn¬
sylvania.

To the Editort ofthe Commercial List.
The accompanying latter has bean received by dm from my

friend Mr. Tise», and m the subject of which it so sbly
treats is of do leas importance 'to Philadelphia than to Liver¬
pool and many other English porta, where I hope it may fin*
its way, you may not perhaps object to the admission of it in¬
to the columns of your valuable and widely-circulated paper.

Yours, respectfully, WILLIAM PETER.
Philadelphia, July 31*f, 1851.

Philadilpbia, Jult 29, 1851.
To William Pbtbb, Esq., her B. M. Contulfor the State
of Penntyhania ¦

Mr Dxab 8ib : Your official connexion with the port of
Philadelphia has led you to takqsome internet in its commerce,
and a residence of ten years has enabled you to form a dear
notion of iu wanU and csparities. Among other intelligent
inquiries, you hare often asked, why > line, not merely of
propellers.aa tbeee are.but of regular steamert
to London or Liverpool, has not been established here as in
New York and Boston > I propose to throw together such
thoughts as this inquiry suggests, and to glance at the past
fortunee and preeent prospects of the port, in the belief that
both the retrospect and the anticipation justify and demand
a serious effort for their introduction.

Iu the solicitude I may discover to build up the fair renown
and true grandeur of Philadelphia to the proportions of which
she is so easily capable, you, at least, will not believe that I

am by a sordid or pecuniary object. I am not a

merchant, *"^ have no motive to aensibility for die spot we
inhabit, but the internet and attachment which spring from
the association* of birth, the tiee ef kindred, and the memory
of honored ancestors for six generations. These make me
alive to her honest fame and just rank in the great communi¬
ty of citiee; they certainly render me partial, but I hope
neither extravagant nor foolish, notwithstanding the sentiment,

Non timul cuiquam eoneeditur amort et tapere.
The extension of our commerce Uee near to my heart only in
connexion with its reeults < with that enlargement of spirit
which great opulence usually engenders, and those richer
blessings of a high civilisation which it secures, multiplies, and
diffuses.

For nearly a century Philadelphia was regarded in Europe
not only as the great dty, but the focus of refinement and
civilixation in the western world. It is a mortifying truih
that, though in all respects eminently entitled, te her former
repute, except perhaps in numerical precedence, she has so
dwindled in English and European estimation as to be view¬
ed only as a speck in the commercial horizon.an insignifi¬
cant point on the American map. It will be my object to
show how she has thus receded from the transatlantic vision,
why her foreign commerce haa declined, and how necessary
is iu reetoration to her prosperity. I shall do this mainly to
invoke your influence with British capitalists to aid the in¬
troduction into her port of a line of steam vessels of the
largeet class.
We are all aware of the cloud which, to the eyes of many

Englishmen, is still suspended over our house, conjured up
by the idle store of air intended repudiation of the public
debt To this delicate topic I may in the course of my let-
ter incidentally refer. Permit me for the present to expatiate
upon the text propoeed for elucidation.

I will assume, then, that the aneient reputation of Penn¬
sylvania for good faith and integrity, though deliberately fired
at, was not mortally wounded by the facetious bullets of the
reverend Canon of 8t. Paul's. The militant creditor was as
wide of the mark in aiming at so small a sect aa " the drab-
eoated gentry," and holding them amenable for the supposed
delinquenciee of the 8tate, aa he certainly missed it in so pre¬
cipitately eelling his Pennsylvania bonds under par. But to
proceed to the main subject of my epistle.

Pennsylvania was the colony ofmark in the western world.
Though the last settled but one of the English provinces, she
soon outran them all in the race of population and the arts of
life. Three-quarters of a centufy younger than Virginia, and
aixty-two years younger than Maasachusetta, she distsnced,
within the lapse of the former period from her ssttlement, all
the other coloniee but the " Ancient Dominion." Every
bound of the young giant was bailed aa an omen of future
greatness by the perent country. 8he and bar sisters were
ranked among the fairest flowers of the regalia. Her inge-
nious sons.her Rittenbouse, her Franklin, her West, et Dii
Minora.were received in London with caresses aa Britishsubjects, and conducted to such honors aa learned apprecia¬
tion and polite society could confer. The literature of Eng¬
land at that day conferred upon them celebrity, or echoed the
justice of their domestic fame, until the keen-sighted discove¬
ries of subsequent years detected the orthodoxy of opposite
sentiments. The same writers who hsd been eloquent in
their praises, made less kind by political changes, could see
little merit in philosophers or artists who had ceased to be
British subjects, and in a country which had ceased to belong
to the British crown.

But, notwithstanding tba chills snd damps of British criti¬
cism, Philadelphia continued to maintain a good humored
complacency and a healthy commercial prosperity. She was
so dwloysl as to supply many of the sinews of war to sustain
tbe new Government. As the seat of the American Con-
gress and the chief city of the United Colonies, she was freely
exposed to the perils of the conflict. But she participated in
tbe benefits of that unrestricted commerce which the Revolu¬
tion secured. Her exports, which were less than eight mil¬
lions of dollars in 1790, rose in 1796 to tbe sum of seven-
teen million five hundred and twenty-throe thousand eight
hundred and sixty-six dollars. Chiefly with Philadelphia
capital Pennsylvania made the first turnpike road, excavated
tbe first canal, and constructed tbe first railway of any mag¬
nitude in this country. The importance of internal improve¬
ments employed the tongues and pens of her best speakers
and writers at an early day. These sentiment* concurring
with tbe influence of her example and tbe experience of its
effects, diffused a similar spirit through New York and New
England. You will not accuse me of indulging in a boast¬
ful or vainglorious spirit in relsting whst history records. It
is simply the truth that Philadelphia, in all the duties of a

large community \ in the construction of hydraulic works for
tbe introduction of puro water from without her municipal
limits ? in sanitary measures < in a complete system of sub¬
terranean drainage, worthy of imperial Rome for solidity of
structure, was equally in advance of her sister cities. Her
progress required and sustained these improvements. The
iich trade of the West eeemed destined by Nature, aided by
the facilitiee of improved roads, to centre in Philadelphia.
As the metropolis of the colonies she became the capital of
the United States under the Isws of the Federal Union. Her
China trade was large, and secured golden returns. The ves¬
sels of her merchants unfolded their canvass in almost every
sea. Coloasal fortunee were amassed by an expanded, intel¬
ligent, and successful commerce. Under the genial influ¬
ences of kindly wealth, heaven-Meet charities were founded,
and conveniences, arts, and eleganciee were multiplied. It
forms s portion of the letter I inflict on you to recount the
means by which these advantagee were lost, and how they
can be restored, with thoee accretions which time ha* accu¬
mulated.

While thus prosperous and her commercial progress emi¬
nently onward, Philadelphia became informed of the rieh
mineral wealth of the interior. Tba vast depositee of coal and
iron ware so alluring in their promieee that tbe public mind
seised upon them with avidity. The firat difficulty wae to
subdue thoee wild snd magnificent fortressee of nature.thoee
inacceesible walls of rock snd mountain with which she da-
lighted to guard her treasures. To penetrate their recesses,
to scale their conglomerate ramparts, and convey the hidden
mineral to market, over a country whoee undulations af sur-
fsce seemed to laugh at the eff >rt, was ridiculrd aa the dream
of fanaticism or the dictate of folly. But impedimenta seem¬
ed only to etimulate activity, to quicken the apirit of specula¬
tion, to open the purse of enterpriee. Much of the capital
which had been employed successfully in foreign commerce
waa thus diverted from its sccustomed channel, and taught to
wander to tbe bills^ the ravines, and the rivers of the Lehigh,
the 8chuylktll, and tbe 8usquehanna.
Many millions of dollars were buried in tbe receeees of these

mountains, or in attempts to wind round their valleys, or im¬
prove tbe navigation of their streams. Perhaps a hundred
million*.and I do not lightly hazard thia estimate.does not
exceed the sum which was transferred from the concerns of
mercsntile activity, and absorbed in unproductive investments,
made to develop tbe trade, the agriculture, and, above all,
the mineral wealth of the interior. But prodigies were achiev¬
ed in various parts of the 8tate. The Schuylkill and Sus¬
quehanna rivers were first united by a canal, and both after¬
wards connected by the same kind of highway with Philadel¬
phia. That vast arm of the Atlaatic, the Chesapeake Bay,
waa joined by canal with the Delaware, whore noble waters
find a ready outlet to the eea. One of the great cos I fields of
the 8tate was brought to the gatee of Philadelphia by a fiae
canal and a noble railway t and innumerable other worke of
preeent expense and future utility undertaken and com¬
pleted. Fifty milee at least of underground railroad are eaid
to eziat in 8chuylkUl county alone. Tbe locks ofthe Lehigh
csnal sre the deepest and finest in the world \ and nothing
can exceed in solidity awl beauty the inclined planes and
other artificial works of that opulent region. Of the coal
mines and iron mines, of the canals and railways of tbs Stste,
which were undertaken in that day of blind and wanton ex¬
penditure, how few have reetiaed the dreams or the hopes of
their ardent projectors ! The geology of tbe State had not
beau explorfd, the art of mining was imperfectly understood,
and the eciaoc* of engineering, so ydeped, was marked only

by improvidence, by fraud, and by Mundeia. IW giganticBki all pwmature and nnrtigestml tchtiim, war* fruit¬
ful only at aaA rasulta to Dm undertaken. The coal trade
waa to baoorturad aod aatoiad by alow degrees < it is yet in
ita infancy, and only now beginning to reward its ownsra.
The iron manufacture, which waa called into exiotaace by the
protective tytiem, moat, in order to flourish, be atuuioed bythe eiabUiiy of genial legialation- Ezpoeed to iba csprieasof
fluctuating sentiment, and the evils of a step-dam policy, it
continoaa to cripple or rain the manufacturer.

While the commercial capital waa tbua wasting away, and
the commercial spirit abaorbed by momantoue projects at a
diatance, the Erie canal waa verging to completion. It waa
intended to conduct, by the way of the lakes to New Yoik,that Western Hade which had been the exclusive property of
Philadelphia. The object waa fully attained. By this arti¬
ficial highway oar natural heritage, the trade of the West,
waa transferred to a aagadooft and vigilant rival. For a,time
our shrewdeet dtiiena were too much amused and delighted
by their mountain treoaune in the interior to perceive the de¬
cline of their foreign commerce, and the adverae turn of the
commercial tide in their domectic trade. The State, anima¬
ted by a proper apirit towards her metropolis, determined not
toaubmit an unreaiating victim to an inveraion of the natural
lawa of trade. 8he planned a grand acheme of internal im-
provements, which propoaed, among ita primary objecta, the
irrevocable appropriation to baraeifof the W eatem produceand markets, and a pert of the commerce of the lakee. This
theory, if praeecutad with the intelligence and forecaat which
gave it birth, would have neutralised the effects of the Erie
canal, and prevented the feme of Clinton, by undermining
or removing 'he base of ita monument. But, owing to irre¬
trievable mistakee in the construction of the great highwaywhich was made to Pittsburgh, the Western trade refused
the conveyance a conveyance which waa in truth of auch a
nature as to confirm it inalienably to New York.
The chain which waa to bind the £aat with the Weot was

net continuous and unbroken, compoaed of intermingling
and welded links, but aevered, disjointed, fragmentary. It
waa an amphibious connexion of land and water, consisting
of two railway* separated by canal, and of twocanala aepara-
ted by railway, happily elucidating the defecta peculiar to
both modee of transit, with the advantagee of neither. Thia*
improvement being uaaleao ae a competitor of the Erie canal,
and other projects being unfiniehed, the public worka diaap-
pointed private hope in the benefita they promieed, and pub¬
lic hope in the unprofitable burden they impooed. The Com-
monweelth oppreeaed by her debt, and the citixena impoverish¬
ed by their loeeae, this Weatern trade alienated, and the
foreign trade neglected and diminishing, Pennsylvania pre¬
sented the reveree aide of her early picture.one not pleasing
to contemplate, but I presume leee painful and humiliating
in the remembrance and retroepect than the experience ana
reality.

Theoe miafbrtunes were accompanied or quickly followed
by others. 8evere loases in the China trade rained aome of
the largest shipowners, and anwieely led to the total aban¬
donment at our port of this lucrative branch of commerce.
In the gloom which pervaded the commercial ranka of eo-
ciety, come of the most estate and enterprising merchants
removed toNew York, aod aided by their capital and intelli¬
gence to build up that prosperity to which the acquisition of
the Western trade and the foreign commerce of Philadelphia
had largely contributed. Othermelancholy eventssucceeded.
The Bank of the United States, though situated in this city,
did not render euch acoommodaticca to the bnsjnaaa commu¬
nity here ae were fevorabie to the growth of dp foreign or the
enlargement of the coasting trade. Still paper money was so
abundant aa to foster remote enterprises, and lead to many
visionary and extravagant acheme* The bankruptcy of that
great inetitution, eo long the cherished object of our pride end
confidence, waa as sudden aa the descent of an avalanche.
Other financial disaatere followed in quick aucceesion. These
failures auddenly contracted within the narroweat limits a

currency of unoeual expansion, and threatened to involve our
people in a general insolvency. Prices which hsd been un¬
naturally inflated, bsrssae so depreaaed aa to be merely nomi¬
nal. All exchange of rnmmeditiaa waa at an end, negotia¬
tion of aale and purehaae stopped, and the payment of debts
ceaaed. The bonking capital of the city waa reduced by the
simple proceee of anmkihtum from fifty-one million* to
eleven million* of doilara! Where ruddy health, perhape
unnatural plethora, had appeared, all were paloneea and de¬
jection, wan extenuation and prostrate syncope. If a volcano
bad opened ita fiery jawa in our midat, or an earthquake had
ahaken the firmest edificee to their foundatiooa, the popular
terror could not have been more complete, the diatreaa and
dismay codd not have been mote painful or pervading. The
multitudes over the State who had entered into engagements,
in a moment of universal confidence and upon the faith of
fair but deceptive appearances^ aa they were anable to pay,
ware quickly required to make liquidation.
One of the moat humilieting coneequencee to Pennaylvania

of that season of gloom and consternation waa the present in¬
ability of the Commonwealth to meet her obligations. 8he
auapended the payment of intereat on her debt, and iaaued
certifiestea in the piece of money. No private person of ma¬
ture age or responsible character that I ever heard ofj no pub¬
lic man of any faction, and no 8tata paper of any deecription
ever couneelled or hinted at auch a acheme of redreaa aa the
sponge, such a meaaure of relief aa repudiation. The aenti-
ment of both the great political partiee in the Btate, at a time
of deep despondency and unuaual excitement, waa united.-
without one aingle wrong-headed exception among the adhe-
rents of either.in favor of speedy resumption and the honor¬
able redemption of the public faith. A rigid ayatem of econo¬
my waa introduced into all the departmenta of adminiatration,
by retrenchment of expenaea, reduction of aalariea, and dia-
continuance of the public worka. Theae measures bad but
the one otyect of payment. In order to meet the demanda of
the treaaury and pay off the public creditor, the improvemente
of the State which were finiahed were offered for aale to the
higheat bidder. But the currency waa cramped or gone.
There waa no repreeentative of value, and pecuniary meana
were hoarded or inacceerible. No bidder could be found who
had the courage or ability to make an offer. The calamitiee
of ahipwreek marked the ravages of that fearful atorm. When
ita fury was spent, and the eye could coolly scan the track of
the hurricane, nothing but blight and deaolation met the view.
Persona accustomed to opulence were reduced to the extremi¬
ty of iodigenoe. Our fair dty, as a community, loat aggre¬
gately an immonao amount of capital, vaiying, according to
the principles of different estimatea, between Mty and eighty
million* of dollar*. But enough baa been aaiQb sccount for
the diminution of Philadelphia commerce.
The next queation occurs bow it ia to be regained ; but I

will defer the consideration of thia topic to another day. In
the mean time, believe me to be, youre, very truly, Ac.

J. R. TY80N.

TO THE EDITORS.

ClMSLTOir, (ISBIAVA,) JtTLT 26, 1851.
Meaara. Gales dc Seatos : Twenty yeara ago a profita¬

ble market waa found in central Indiana and Illinoia for the
proriaiona and breadetuffeof central and eastern Ohio. Long
linee ofwagona, laden with bacon and flour, then cut up the un¬

finiehed natiooal road from Warren, in the Weatern Reaerve, to

Springfield, Illinoia. Then only about one-third of the
count iea of Ohio mads a surplus of food. In the other Ohio
river 8tates scarcely a county made, on the average, more

food than was neceaaary for the conaumption of that or aoaae

adjacent county. Now almoat evety county of theoe 8tates
baa a surplus of food for export, when foreign markets offer a
little more than the coat of tranaport. The food-producing
capacity of the' Statea north of the Ohio river cannot well bo
measured. It has no conceivable limit. High prices stimu¬
late production, and reduce pricee to a,point at which the pro¬
ducers cannot pay more than the European rate for labor. 80
is it with our other great staplee. Offer a prospective price of
fifteen cents s pound for cotton, and ths enormous crops prese
the price down to seven cento. Create the impreeeion tbat
tobacco will bs scarce next season, and in twelve months to¬
bacco is a drug in ths market
Had not part of our surplus labor been recently taken from

the fielde for the conatruction of plank and railroads, our wheat
even would not be fully harvested.

Mr. Secretary Walsh advised us to pay rent on Euro-
psan corn-cribs, and gave us no assurances tbat there would
be a eeven yeara* famine in Great Britain or on the Continent.
To a great extent we followed hia advice, and the food that
haa aince epoiled on the route from our fielde lo European
warehouaea would have filled aa many granaries aa were pre¬
pared by Joceph in the yeara of plenty.
Oor people are now beginning to find out that they muat

boil down their surplus before it will bear export. Some time H

ago they asnt off the whole tree? then they lopped off the
branches 5 now they are taking off the berk. By-end-by they
will saw it up, aod leave the dust snd the shavings on the aoil
where the tree grew to aid in the growth of another.
The cotton planters once ssnt off the cotton almoet in the boll.
Then they picked, and afterwarda ginned it. Now they are
thinking of ehaking oat tbeduat and cleeneing it fully from the
leaf. Until thia year the eoais at thia point were required to
aid in ths export of rude materials, and in the import of fabrice.
Now portione are used in winnowing and compreesing some
of these msterials for home use. By-and-by, we may set up
caldrona in which to boil down corn and cotton, hay and
hemp, cowa and cabbagoo, and many other things that man
aod women eat and work upon, into an sesame that will keep
pure for a long voyage, and require leaa labor in handling and
leea room for etowage. Poaribly we and our neighbors may,
by-and-by, get skill enough and machines enough to make
freight for a Pacific railroad. If wa distil the surplue corn

and rye for alcohol 1 wssvs the surplua cotton, hemp, aod
flax into doth 1 bdl the surplus oxen into portable ooup ; free
the tobeeco from all ita stems, and make the aurploa potatoes
into atareh, we may find it moot profitable to open a direct
trade with the gdd waabera, ths spies-gatherers, aod the tee-

leaf pickers. Wa aaay not be able lo oond hay to Sao Fran¬
cisco, but perhape wa might supply that market with butter
aod chreee. / Youra, dtc.


